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Kepentingan ilmu falak bagi umat Islam

Akhbar
Tajuk Berita

Muka Surat P26
PENA dapat mgmbequ generasi
yang berjaya di bumi ini.
DR.AYMAN ! HHHHEET e Dari segala fakta sejarah
ey , 1 + HH } d:rlx ilmu inli, mefm;x;jukkan
’ + + walaupun ilmu falak sentiasa
Dr; Ayenn ab Al « menerima perubahan dan
b e rua =+ 3 pembaharuan, ia sentiasa
Ny peyssony Brwrs diusahakan untuk selari
ADA hari ini, 11 T I dengan ilmu fikah yang
sedang berlangsung 4 CNa N - menjadi teras mengapa
muzakarah yang I FHEEAAN falak ini diperlukan di dalam
sangat penting J us IER TS, pengajian Islam.
bagi umat Islam di el . Seasgs Ilmu falak tanpa panduan
Malaysia, iaitu Muzakarah 188 3 o e e syariat dan fikah, hilang
Falak Peringkat Kebangsaan SERREs : 13 z}/rf tujuan. Sedangkan ilmu fikah
Tahun 2021. ISESES SN ineEinzanal dengan tanpa bantuan ilmu
la anjuran Jabatan 1315 . BEEALNae s 1 e ] falak maka ia adalah jumud
Kemajuan Islam Malaysia S nam H dan menyusahkan umat.
(Jakim)dengan kerjasama EasnEan Apabila digabungkan kedua-
Jabatan Mufti Kerajaan Negeri h Sass duanya, maka majulah umat
Negeri Sembilan di Klana SHES s i Islam dalam ilmu, amal dan
Resort Seremban, Negeri tamadun.
Sembilan. T- Satu perkara perlu
Bagaimanapun, penulisan as mpuan Malaysia syukuri adalah kita
ini bukan untuk mengulas CA ssdRans dianugerahkan Allah negara
tajuk atau perbincangan di » ¥ makmur, hingga memiliki
dalam muzakarah tersebut. PN oL 3 ] banyak balai cerap dengan
Sebaliknya memberi sedikit QAN 3 fasiliti lengkap dan moden.
pencerahan kepada pembaca (3 ne ) Balai cerap inilah menjadi
akan pentingnya ilmu falak 5 N $ pusat kegiatan mencerap anak
atau astronomi bagi umat I T = | bulan, bintang, gerhana dan
o Islam. P) ¢ T B lain-lain. Dengan pelbagai
IImu falak adalah ilmu 3 fasiliti ini, sudah waktunya
mengkaji cakerawala atau U= [ ilmu falak di Malaysia
makhluk Allah SWT yang = SIS semakin disebarluaskan di
+berada di luar angkasa seperti Vo seluruh fakulti pengajian
matahari, bulan, bintang, 1 Islam Malaysia.
planet serta kaitannya dengan Latihan falak juga
planet kita duduki iaitu bumi. sepatutnya semakin diarus
Umumnya ia sangat J perdana agar ia tidak menjadi
diperlukan manusia untuk ° ™Y ilmu yang dikuasai oleh
. mengetahui tarikh, waktu, golongan elit akademik
perhitungan tahun, ramalan ln an l mu sahaja. Bahkan, ilmu falak
fenomena astronomi dan yang berada di pondok-
sebagainya. PN pondok dengan berbagai
Menurut Islam, ilmu sumber turath (warisan) perlu
it falakbagiumatIslam &
sangat penting kerana ia falak moden. Dua golongan
berkait dengan ibadah setiap 310 oD A W AN e tiul ini sepatutnya duduk
muslim seperti waktu solat, | e vy R F bel{san;. Eermuzlakarah dan
penentuan kiblat, penentuan | bernama Mirza Ulugh Beg sahih dan tidak dipertikaikan dikarang bagi mengajar murid gallg Derkongst dmy agar
masuknya 12 bulan hijrah (w. 1449M) dan meninggal di lagi oleh ulama emp;at mazhab | cara me%lgbgu?glnakansgfat ini. FRESRRTRRE k-
yang baharu, jangkaan Samarkand. Selain sebagai iaitu baginda SAW bersabda: Pada hari ini, pihak pentORTpUTaniliutE sk di
terjadinya fenomena gerhana sultan, beliau juga seorang Berpuasalah kerana melihat Jabatan Mufti Negeri juga Akl 3
bulan dan matahari. ahli falak tersohor yang anak bulan, berbukalah giat mengadakan kursus Pilakberkussa tidak
Maka, apabila waktu berjasa menyusun jadual falak kerana melihat anak bulan, kepada pelajar yang berminat sepatutnya melihatilmu
solat tidak dapat diketahui untuk penghitungan imkan al- | kalau mendung pada kalian mempelajarinya. Di Negeri $or s G gl
melainkan dengan ilmu ru’yah (kemungkinan melihat semua maka sempurnakanlah Sembilan misalnya, pengajian Sl akncrih e vebegat
falak, ilmu ini menjadi suatu anak bulan), gerhana matahari | sebanyak 30 hari. (Riwayat menggunakan Rubu’ Mujayyab Paill; sebabxtya, beratus
tuntutan bagi mereka. Dalam dan gerhana bulan. Muslim) ini diajarkan di Masjid Negeri ulama falak di pondok-pondok
kaedah Usul al-Figh yang Jadual ini dikenal dengan Ketika hisab dilakukan Negeri Sembilan, Seremban. slUTODssntare. oAk benuj
terkenal terdapat pernyataan: | Zaij Ulugh Beg. Ia diajarkan dan mengetahui misalnya Jabatan Mufti Negeri Selangor. | Thiakc Nesnub karva metska
Sesuatu yang wajib tidak akan di pondok-pomdok di tidak ada imkan al-ru’yah, pula mengadakan kursus- dibace dan dikaseturuh,
sempurna melainkan dengan alam Melayu seperti yang maka Imam al-Subki dan Ibn kursus tahunan. | Jepstn Sien falak i it
sesuatu itu, maka sesuatu itu terkandung dalam kitab Hajar berpendapat ditolaklah Mengetahui kemunculan | Ul falak i pondake
Jjuga menjadi wajib. Sullam al-Nayroin k persaksi but. Ini untuk gerhana bulan dan gerhana pRia peni nepipekiig Lrieab
Ulama Islam pun sejak Kyai Muhammad Mansur al- menjaga agar tidak mudah matahari dianggap signifikan || edenagarbasil hisabrye
awal sudah mencurahkan Betawi (w. 1967M). terjadi persaksian palsu atau kerana kesunatan melakukan | :(epatkd i S asanepatiah
kepakaran mereka dalam Mengetahui kemungkinan awan disangka bulan. solat sunat gerhana seperti ek T il thalie
ilmu falak ini seperti Imam terlihatnya anak bulan Di dalam tradisi falak Alam | yang termaktub di dalam i, e ¥ 1A
al-Khawarizmi (w. setelah (hilal) di dalam Islam sangat Melayu pula, tidak dapat berbagai sumber fikah. al-gptih woabaklet bk avjadid
232H/847M). Beliau sudah penting. Ini kerana awal bulan untuk dilupakan adalah Persiapan awal ketika dlsolienfearetian
menterjemah dan melakukan hijrah ditentukan dengan penggunaan Rubu’ Mujayyab mengetahui jangkaan lama yang baik dan mengambil
transmisi ilmu falak dan melihat anak bulan pada ‘ (Sine Quadrant) bagi tersebut dapat dahk periaira baru yang lebth baik).
L“:;T:;“Adr:g g:‘l:;:f] Latin 29 {‘;ﬁb"lﬂ (hb). :}?a:liala | penetapan waktu solat, kiblat, | umat dan pihak berkuasa b
terlihat, maka tarikh 1 bahkan penentuan tinggi dan agama menyediakan segala =3 e
beberapa penemuan baru. bermula keesokan harinya. kedalamP:n sesuatu be?\%l]a. kg?nudahanykepada usnegh ?a'bgml'; ’ﬂ' A,k g‘ p;‘syarm
Pada abad ke-14 dan 15 Jika ia tidak kelihatan, maka Alat ini sangat terkenal Walaupun ia hanya ibadah Pe[bl;r:ﬁ i T_J|AM dan Fel
Masihi pula, lahir seorang disempurnakan 30 hari. terutama di pondok-pondok sunat, kepentingan perkara m;a?ﬁmr:a UIAM ;;1 o
sultan dari Dinasti Timurid Ini berdasarkan hadis yang sehinggakan banyak kitab sunnah adalah ibadah yang Felo Kehormat IKIM.
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KETETAPAN BAHARU JAIS

Jumlah jemaah
ditambah lagi

Shah Alam: Berita meng-
gembirakan kariah di Se-
langor apabila bilangan
jemaah bagi solat Jumaat,
solat lima waktu dan
program mengimarah-
kan di masjid, surau serta
musolla di negeri ini di-
benar untuk ditambah.
Ketetapan baharu di-
umumkan Jabatan Agama
Islam Selangor (Jais) se-
malam selaras titah Sultan
Selangor, Sultan Sharafu-
ddin Idris Shah kelmarin.
Pengarah Jais, Datuk
Mohd Shahzihan Ahmad
(gambar) berkata, pe-
nambahan bilangan je-
maah ditetapkan mengi-
kut kategorinya dan ber-
kuat kuasa bermula se-
malam di seluruh Selang-
or sehingga ke suatu tem-
poh yang akan ditetapkan
dari semasa ke semasa.
“Enam masjid di bawah
kategori masjid negeri
dan masjid diraja, ini ter-
masuk Masjid Sultan Sa-
lahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah
(Masjid Negeri), 3,500 je-
maah termasuk pentad-
bir masjid bagi solat Ju-
maat, 500 jemaah terma-
suk pentadbir masjid bagi
solat lima waktu.
“Manakala Masjid Raja
Haji Fi Sabilillah, Cyber-
jaya pula, bilangan je-
maah 2,000 termasuk
pentadbir masjid
bagi solat Jumaat,
400 jemaah ter-
masuk pentadbir
masjid bagi solat

Jelutong pula, 1,500 ter-
masuk pentadbir masjid
bagi solat Jumaat, 400 je-
maah termasuk pentad-
bir masjid bagi solat lima
waktu,” katanya.

Mohd Shahzihan berka-
ta, Masjid Diraja Sultan
Suleiman, Klang dibenar-
kan 700 jemaah termasuk
pentadbir masjid bagi so-
lat Jumaat manakala Mas-
jid Sultan Abdul Aziz, Pu-
lau Indah dan Masjid Di-
raja Sultan Ala'eddin, Kg
Bandar Jugra Banting pu-
la 400 jemaah.

“Bagi ketiga-tiga masjid
ini, 400 jemaah termasuk
pentadbir masjid bagi so-
lat lima waktu,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, bagi
masjid daerah dan insti-
tusi pula, jumlah jemaah
bagi solat Jumaat dan so-
lat lima waktu, ketetapan
dibuat bergantung kepada
kapasiti masjid.

“Sebanyak tiga masjid
daerah ditetapkan 1,000
jemaah iaitu Masjid Jamek
Ar-Rahimiah, Klang; Mas-
jid Jamek Sultan Hisamu-
ddin, Sepang dan Masjid
Jamek Ar-Rahimah, Hulu
Selangor.

“Tiga masjid institusi
pula dibenarkan sehingga
1,200 jemaah seperti Mas-
jid Sultan Abdul Samad,
KLIA, Masjid Sultan Ah-
mad Shah UIA dan

Masjid Uniten.

“Bagi semua mas-
jid daerah dan ins-
titusi ini, 300 je-

lima waktu. “ maah termasuk

“Bagi Masjid ¢ pentadbir masjid
Tengku Am- v bagi solat li-
puan Je- P N\ N ma wak-
maabh, tu,” ka-
Bukit tanya.

¥
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Elak kawasan pantai sepanjang air pasang besar
SHAH ALAM -

Penduduk dan pengunjung
berdekatan pesisiran pan-
tai dan kawasan permuka-
an air dinasihatkan ber-
waspada  berikutan
fenomena air pasang besar
yang diramal melanda em-
pat kawasan di Selangor
mulai Jumaat ini.

Menteri Besar
Selangor, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari berkata,
Jabatan Meteorologi me-
ramalkan fenomena air
pasang besar berlaku se-
lama empat hari sehingga
Isnin depan.

Menurutnya, empat ka-
wasan di negeri ini yang
mengalami fenomena air
pasang besar iaitu Klang,

Kuala Langat, Sabak
Bernam dan Kuala
Selangor.

“Penduduk dan pe-
ngunjung dinasihatkan
berwaspada selain me-
mantau keadaan cuaca,”
katanya dalam satu hantar-
an di Facebook beliau pada
Isnin.

—— NOTIS BERWASPADA! ——

FENOMENA AIR PASANG BESAR
DI SELANGOR

4 - 9 NOVEMBER 2021

KLANG, KUALA LANGAT, SABAK BERNAM
DAN KUALA SELANGOR

Amirudin berkongsi infografik berhubung notis berwaspada yang
mengingatkan penduduk dan pengunjung menjauhi pesisiran pantai

sepanjang tempoh air pasang besar.

Menerusi infografik
berhubung notis ber-
waspada dikongsi
Amirudin di Facebook,
beliau turut mengingatkan
penduduk dan pengunjung
menjauhi pesisiran pantai
sepanjang tempoh air pa-

sang besar.

Amirudin juga meng-
ingatkan penduduk supaya
memantau keadaan cuaca
yang berpotensi me-
ningkatkan risiko banjir
Kilat, limpahan air laut dan
banjir pantai.
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Haris Kasim dilantik Setiausaha Kerajaan Selangor baharu

SHAH ALAM - Pegawai
Kewangan Negeri Selangor,
Datuk Haris Kasim dilantik se-
bagai Setiausaha Kerajaan
Selangor baharu berkuatkuasa
pada Isnin.

Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan

(SUK) Negeri Selangor dalam
kenyataan ringkas mengucapkan
tahniah atas pelantikan berkenaan.
“Tahniah Yang Berhormat
Datuk Haris Kasim atas pelantik-
an sebagai Setiausaha Kerajaan
Negeri Selangor,” kata kenyataan

itu yang memuat naik status di
Facebook pada Isnin.

Haris menggantikan Datuk
Nor Azmie Diron yang me-
nyandang jawatan itu sebelum ini.

Beliau sebelum ini merupakan
Pengarah Jabatan Agama Islam

Selangor (JAIS) dan kemudian
dilantik sebagai Datuk Bandar
Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam
(MBSA) pada 7 Januari 2019,
Haris kemudiannya dilantik
sebagai Pegawai Kewangan
Negeri Selangor pada 15 Mac lalu.
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Selangor teruskan SelVax,
elak penduduk tercicir

SHAH ALAM - Kerajaan  cicir daripada menerima  Mariah Mahmud berkata,
negeri Selangor akanterus  suntikan vaksin Covid-19.  pelaksanaan itu akan di-
melaksanakan Program Exco  Kesihatan teruskan di klinik dan pa-
Vaksin Selangor (Selvax)  Awam, Perpaduan serta  nel Selcare.

bagi memastikan tiada Pembangunan Wanita dan ~ “Program ini terbuka
penduduk di negeriiniter-  Keluarga Selangor, DrSiti  kepada warganegara dan

bukan warganegara ber-
usia 12 tahun ke atas yang
masih belum menerima
janji temu vaksinasi dos
pertama serta penerima
SelVax yang terlepas jan-
ji temu dos kedua,” kata-
nya dalam kenyataan di
Facebook pada Isnin.

Menerusi info grafik
yang dikongsi Siti Mariah
di Facebook menunjukkan
sebanyak 10 klinik dan
panel Selcare disediakan
kerajaan negeri bermula
Isnin. '

Semua klinik dan pa-
nel Selcare itu akan me-
nyediakan perkhidmatan
suntikan vaksin Covid-19
bermula dari jam 9.30
pagi hingga jam 5.30 pe-
tang.

s4.0ax SELVAX

Info grafik perkhidmatan
disediakan Selvax bagi
memastikan tiada penduduk di
Selangor tercicir daripada
menerima suntikan vaksin
Covid-19.
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SECURITY GRANT
The Petaling Jaya Neighbourhood Security

Team (PKKPJ) application for 2021 is open
until Nov 3. Petaling Jaya City Counci (MBPJ)
is inviting all RA, RT, and JMB to apply for an
allocation of funds for 2021 via online at
http://pkkpj.mbpj.gov.my. For details, call at
03-7958 8085 ext 116 (Enforcement
Department).
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UPDATE ON PROPERTIES

Property owners in Petaling Jaya are advised
to update their records with Petaling Jaya City
Council (MBPJ) for notices and quit rent bills
to be sent to them. Failure to do so can result
in a fine of up to RM2,000 or imprisonment
for up to six months. To update details on
property ownership transfer and addresses,
fill up forms available on https://www.mbpj.
gov.my/
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Drawing visitors to Sepang
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By JAROD LIM
jarodlim@thestar.com.my

SEPANG Municipal Council
(MPSepang) has introduced a
tourism campaign to attract
more domestic visitors to the
municipality.

Named “Sepang Dihati, Jom
Bercuti @ Sepang” (Sepang in the
heart, let’s holiday @ Sepang), the
programime replaces Visit Sepang
Year 2020, which could not be car-
ried out last year because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

MPSepang president Datuk Abd
Hamid Hussain said RM600,000
had been allocated by the Housing
and Local Government Ministry to
upgrade the Sirip Biru Jetty and
food courts in Bagan Lalang.

“The allocated funds will be
used to give these attractions a
new lease of life.

“Now that Selangor is in Phase
Four of the National Recovery
Plan, tourists have started coming

m.
“To help the local tourism indus-

try recover, MPSepang is helping
industry players by promoting
their services,” he said during a
visit to Sirip Biru Jetty in Bagan
Lalang, Selangor.

Based on Tourism Selangor Sdn
Bhd data, Abd Hamid added that
749,775 visitors were recorded in
Sepang last year.

“Out of this figure, domestic
travellers were 461,663 while
the rest were international
tourists.

“As Sepang has various water-
based activities and fresh seafood

Sepang's

new tourism
campaign aims
to pull in more
domestic
tourists >4

Drawing visitors to Sepang
Campaign to h.I chal tourim indstry re

cover from pandemic
el - ol

o R 0

Visitors to Sirip
Biru Jetty can rent
araft house and
enjoy fishing from
there. — Photos:
LOW LAY PHON/
The Star

§ HL Nursery
Trading director
Sam Chia (centre)
and manager
Eugene Chia (left)
showing Abd

B Hamid their
dragon fruit farm.

products, we are optimistic that for fresh fruits as well.

tourism here will pick up soon,” HL Nursery Trading is popular

he said. with visitors for its dragon fruit
Visitors can rent a boat to getto  farm.

raft houses on Sungai Sepang and Besides touring the farm, visi-

enjoy fishing from the wooden tors can learn about dragon fruit

structures. and try out chicken curry stuffed

Kayaking is also available along  buns and dragon fruit juice at HL
the river and the area is known Restaurant and Cafe.
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THE inaugural Selangor Aviation
Show (SAS 2021) from Nov 25 to 27
will focus on re-energising the
business and general aviation
industry following the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Hosted by Selangor government
and organised by Invest Selangor
Bhd, the aviation show will take
place at SkyPark Regional Aviation
Centre in Subang and is expected
to draw more than 5,000 visitors.

Some 43 local and international
companies from the aerospace and
aviation industry will participate
in the event, either on the tarmac
or at exhibition booths at the
venue.

“After several delays in fixing the
event dates, we decided earlier this
year that we needed to proceed
with the event to assist the indus-
try after the devastation caused by
the pandemic,” said Selangor
investment, industry and trade,
small and medium industries com-
mittee chairman Datuk Teng
Chang Khim during the launch.

“SAS 2021 will mainly focus on
the business and general aviation
community in and out of Subang
Airport.

“We announced a target of about
30 exhibitors in March this year
and we are happy to update that
we have exceeded that target for
this year’s edition.”

Teng also said that the event
would be the culmination of work
done by Invest Selangor over the
past several years steraming from
the formation of the Selangor
Darul Ehsan Aerospace Industry
Coordination Office division,
formed under the recommenda-
tion of the Selangor Aerospace
Action Plan 2020-2030.

“SAS 2021 will be open to indus-
try professionals and trade visitors
for the first two days and to the
public on the third day, especially
to tertiary students to inspire them

Aviation show in Selangor
to feature 43 companies

Three-day inaugural event targeting 5,000

-8
SELANCET
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to consider the aerospace industry
as their calling for a career when
their time comes.”

Some hangars and apron space
will be deployed for the exhibitions
and other parallel activities, includ-
ing for static aircraft displays at the
venue.

“Despite the interest both from
the industry and the public, we are
targeting around 5,000 visitors for
this inaugural show in light of the
current pandernic situation and to

visitors will open to public on its final day

-

.

o

Ao

(From left) Teng with Amirudin and Invest Selangor Bhd chief executive officer Datuk Hasan Azhari Idris
launching Selangor Aviation Show 2021.

allow for proper SOP and
enhanced social distancing,” Teng
added.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari said that while
expectations were for the aero-
space industry to start recovering
from 2022 onwards and potentially
reach pre-pandemic levels of travel
and activity by 2024, the state gov-
ernment believed that the effort
should start now.

“Across the world, we saw many

airlines collapsing during the pan-
demic except for cargo carriers.
Air traffic for travellers has
reduced tremendously, and it will

take years for the sector to recover.

“However, business and general
aviation had proven to be more
resilient as the rate of decline was
lower than airlines and the recov-
ery was much quicker and more
sustainable.

“Over the years, Selangor has
emphasised the need to develop

the aerospace ecosystem by pro-
moting investment in industry
sub-sectors such as airlines, air-
ports, aerospace infrastructure and
manufacturing activities.

“Going forward, Selangor is see-
ing the significant potential for
accelerated growth in a lesser
noticed sub-sector of the industry,
that of the business and general
aviation sub-sector.”

Amirudin also urged business
and general aviation industry play-
ers to work closely with the state
government.

“Put aside the uncertainties and
pessimism and take the opportuni-
ty that SAS 2021 presents a ‘reset
button’ for the industry as we start
to emerge from the pandemic,” he
said.

Two major international busi-
ness aviation original equipment
manufacturers — Dassault
Aviation and Embraer — will be
participating in Selangor’s maiden
air show and will be bringing their
aircrafts to be displayed at SAS
2021.

The event is supported by
Matrade and its strategic partner,
the International Trade and
Industry Ministry and National
Aerospace Industry Coordinating
Office.

The event will be open to the
public on Nov 27. However, visi-
tors must register and schedule
their visits accordingly for the
organiser to monitor the crowd.

Those interested in attending the
show can visit www.selangoravia-
tionshow.com for details.
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‘AAA" RATINGS

Air Selangor completes RM1b
ORI sukuk, MTN issuance

KUALA LUMPUR: Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor)
has completed a RM1 billion is-
suance under its RMI10 billion
sukuk murabahah programme.

Air Selangor said in a statement
yesterday the issuance com-
prised its inaugural RM430 mil-
lion sustainable and responsible
investment (SRI) Sukuk Kelestar-
ian Air Selangor and its second
tranche of RM570 million Islamic
medium-term notes (MTN)
across four series ranging from
seven to 20 years.

“Proceeds from the SRI Sukuk
Kelestarian will be used to fi-
nance eligible projects in com-
pliance with Air Selangor’s Sus-

tainable Development Sukuk Ke-
lestarian Framework that include
sustainable water supply and sus-
tainable water management pro-
jects, all of which are in line with
Air Selangor’s sustainability
strategies,” it said.

Bank Islam Malaysia Bhd,
CIMB Investment Bank Bhd and
OCBC Al-Amin Bank Bhd are the
joint lead managers of the sukuk
issuance.

“The sukuk murabahah pro-
gramme has been reaffirmed the
long- and short-term ratings of
‘AAA’, with ‘stable’ outlook and
‘Pl’, respectively, by RAM Rating
Services Sdn Bhd on Sept 13,” it
added. Bernama
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newsdesk@thesundaily.com

ETALING JAYA: The music for
restaurant owners has been less than
entertaining lately. Thanks to unclear
inconsistent enforcement of the
law, some restaurant owners have been
penalised for playing background music in
their premises while the melody continues to
flow for other business establishments.

“There has been a lot of confusion, and it is
a headache fo in the food and beverage
(F&B) industry,’ Restaurant and Bistro Owners
Association vice-president Jeremy Lim told
theSun.

Lim sees it as selective enforcement and
misation of his segment of the F&B sector.
“If you walk into a fast food chain, salon or
grocery chain store, there is music in the
background but the owners of these premises
are not slapped with a RM25,000 fine” he
pointed out.

He was referring to a recent local news
portal report that a restaurant owner in Petaling
Jaya was fined RM25,000 for playing piped-in
music at his premises in March.

According to the report, the Majlis
Bandaraya Petaling Jaya cited the restaurant
owner for playing music without an
entertainment licence.

However, Lim said the entertainment
enactment in Selangor specifies that exceptions
have been made for music played on a
smartphone.

“I believe the enforcement team did not
know the enactment in detail, nor did they take
a business friendly approach,” he said.

He pointed out that almost all music played
in restaurants and bistros are streamed through
a smartphone. “However, if a licence is
required, tell us so and we'll apply for the

i

When the

music dies

# Inconsistent rules on piped-in music leave
restaurant ownersinajam

licence. Also, make sure there is no red tape,”
he added.

Lim said he has also received reports from
members of the association that when they
submit an application for an entertainment
licence now, they are turned away on the
that any form of entertainment is still
prohibited.

Under the movement control order to curb
the spread of Covid-19 introduced last year,
entertainment such as “live” shows have been
disallowed.

He said the lack of alignment between the

local authorities’ by-laws has been frustrating.

Lim said representatives of the association
were scheduled to meet Selangor Mentri Besar
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari in August to discuss
the issue but the meeting was postponed. That
was their third failed attempt to meet the
mentri besar.

He said he had written to Selangor state
legal adviser Datuk Salim Soib to seek clarity on
the matter but has yet to receive a response.
“It’s been a week now,” he said.

Lawyer Xenia Z.C. Lok explained that under
Section 2(f) and 4(1) of the Entertainment Act,
the “transmission of music by way of
telephony and radio” is not considered
entertainment.

By that definition, it would mean that
restaurant owners who play music streamed
through their smartphones for the listening
pleasure of customers would not be running
foul of the law.

However, music that is played on mediums
apart from smartphones, such as CDs, is
considered entertainment and therefore must
be licensed.

Lok pointed out that under
Article 75 of the Federal

Constitution, if state or local ~TUMto
government laws are inconsistent ". 3
with federal legislations, then the P39

federal legislations should prevail

Councils should
have own policies

Similarly, those who have been issued
compounds for allegedly breaching the
Covid-19 SOP introduced by
local authorities could take
the matter up for judicial

: From
review if  they are front
convinced that it s
inconsistent with NsC’s P8¢
SOP.

g some examples, Lok
said there have been instances when
hawkers have taken local authorities to
court after being penalised for breaking
the SOP on the grounds that the actions
contravened Articles 5 and 8 of the
Federal Constitution. The hawkers had
been cited for continuing with their

businesses despite not being fully
vaccinated.

Former MBP] councillor Farhan
Haziq Mohamed said under the
Entertainment  and  Places  of
Entertainment Enactment 1995 of

Selangor, which applies to all local
authorities in the state, “entertainment”
is defined as a ‘“reproduction or
broadcast by any means for any music,
song or speech’”

“By that definition, intended or
otherwise, it would mean that whoever
wants to play music at his premises must
have an entertainment licence, whether
or not the premises are used for
entertainment activities. In this case, it
affects restaurant owners” he told
theSun.

Nonetheless, he said local councils
should have their own policies to help
them decide whether to penalise
businesses for playing piped-in music.

“After all, shopping malls are already
doing it without a hitch,” he added.
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